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(j) to eliminate unnecessary legislative,
regulatory, and other bureaucratic barriers
that impede effective faith-based and other
community efforts to solve social problems;

(k) to monitor implementation of the
President’s agenda affecting faith-based and
other community organizations; and

(l) to ensure that the efforts of faith-based
and other community organizations meet
high standards of excellence and account-
ability.

Sec. 4. Administration. (a) The White
House OFBCI may function through estab-
lished or ad hoc committees, task forces, or
interagency groups.

(b) The White House OFBCI shall have
a staff to be headed by the Assistant to the
President for Faith-Based and Community
Initiatives. The White House OFBCI shall
have such staff and other assistance, to the
extent permitted by law, as may be necessary
to carry out the provisions of this order. The
White House OFBCI operations shall begin
no later than 30 days from the date of this
order.

(c) The White House OFBCI shall coordi-
nate with the liaison and point of contact des-
ignated by each executive department and
agency with respect to this initiative.

(d) All executive departments and agencies
(agencies) shall cooperate with the White
House OFBCI and provide such informa-
tion, support, and assistance to the White
House OFBCI as it may request, to the ex-
tent permitted by law.

(e) The agencies’ actions directed by this
Executive Order shall be carried out subject
to the availability of appropriations and to
the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity
by a party against the United States, its agen-
cies or instrumentalities, its officers or em-
ployees, or any other person.

George W. Bush

The White House,
January 29, 2001.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., January 30, 2001]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on January 31.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the
Energy Policy Development Group
and an Exchange With Reporters
January 29, 2001

Energy Policy
The President. This is the first in a series

of meetings which will be chaired by Vice
President Cheney on discussing our Nation’s
energy situation—can’t think of a better man
to run it than the Vice President.

I’ve also asked, and he has asked, that sen-
ior members of the Cabinet participate. This
is a matter of high concern for this adminis-
tration, because it’s a matter of high concern
for our Nation. It’s becoming very clear to
the country that demand is outstripping sup-
ply, that there are more users of electricity
and natural gas than there is new units being
found, and we’ve got to do something about
that in the country.

This administration is concerned about the
people who work for a living, concerned
about people who struggle every day to get
ahead. And we understand—fully under-
stand—what high energy costs can mean to
people in America, and we’re going to formu-
late a strategy to deal with it. And the Vice
President’s going to head the task force to
report back to me, and to the Nation, how
best to cope with high energy prices and how
best to cope with reliance upon foreign oil,
how best to encourage the development of
pipelines and power-generating capacity in
the country so that we can help our fellow
citizens.

We have been dealing with this issue, obvi-
ously, because of the State of California’s
woes. And I appreciate very much the way
you handled it, Mr. Secretary. The Governor
of California asked for a 2 week extension
of mandatory sales of power and natural gas.
We’ve granted that extension for 2 weeks.
It looks like they’re making progress in Cali-
fornia, and we’re pleased, because the situa-
tion is going to be best remedied in Cali-
fornia by Californians.

We’re very aware in this administration
that the situation in California is beginning
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to affect neighboring States. Western Gov-
ernors came to see the Vice President, and
they came to see me, as well. And they’re
deeply concerned about the situation spread-
ing beyond the California borders, and so are
we. And so the task force that’s being assem-
bled will not only deal with the very short-
run issues dealing with the West but, obvi-
ously, the longer-term issues that will be con-
fronting our country for a while, unless we’re
willing to act boldly and swiftly, which we
will do.

Thank you for coming.

Super Bowl XXXV
Q. ——questions?
The President. Next time. Give you a

chance to really think of some good ones.
[Laughter] I’ve got some suggestions—I’ve
got some suggestions. First answer—you can
think of the question—first answer is,
Ravens. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Secretary of Energy Spencer
Abraham and Gov. Gray Davis of California. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters
January 29, 2001

Legislative Agenda
The President. Mr. Secretary, you better

move over before you get trampled by the
hungry caterpillar. [Laughter]

I want to thank the two chairmen from
the Senate and the House for coming to visit
us. I appreciate you being here, Mr. Sec-
retary; of course, the Vice President. We’ve
had a very—we’ve had a discussion—a cou-
ple of key issues. One, I was informing the
chairmen that today we’re sending up to the
Hill our Immediate Helping Hand proposal,
which is help for prescription drugs for sen-
iors. I appreciate them hearing me out as
to the rationale to send it up.

I was pleased to hear there is some senti-
ment on the Hill for quick action for Medi-
care reform, a reform package which would

include prescription drugs. And secondly, of
course, we talked about tax relief, tax sim-
plification, and tax fairness. They brought a
favorable report that members from both
parties are beginning to talk positively about
tax relief and the positive effects it will have
on our economy, on the lives of our average
citizens. So I want to thank them for coming.

I’d be glad to answer a few questions.
Yes, John.

Energy Policy Development Group
Q. Sir, on your energy task force, is this

seeking political cover, sir, to promote your
campaign to open up the wildlife refuge?
And also, given the Vice President’s past ties
to oil, what can you say to consumers that
would allay any fears they might have that
any deal that you come up with on energy,
any national energy policy, may be more
geared toward oil companies than to con-
sumers?

The President. Well, Dick Cheney is a
person who loves America and cares about
the future of the country, just like I do. And
he understands what I understand, that if we
don’t find more energy supplies to meet
growing demand in places like California, the
consumer is going to pay a dear price.

During the course of the campaign, we
spent a lot of time talking about the need
to develop a national energy policy. And
that’s exactly what we’re going to do. There
is a short-term issue of California, and we
responded quickly to the Governor’s request
for a 2 week extension on some mandatory
allocations of energy and gas. It’s now up to
the people of California, the elected officials
of California, to correct a flawed law, and
we’re encouraged that they’re doing so.

But there’s a long-term issue as well, and
that is, how do we find more energy supplies?
How do we encourage conservation on the
one hand and bring more energy into the
marketplace? And a good place to look is
going to be ANWR. And I campaigned hard
on the notion of having an environmentally
sensitive exploration to ANWR, and I think
we can do so.

Faith-Based Initiative
Q. On your faith-based initiative, could

you address the concern that some people
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